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declares, "in respect of hidden wealth in the bowels of the earth, n
China undoubtedly takes first place in the whole world", but his
main thesis in favour of economic mutual aid between nations was
and remains, correct.
A LAST ADVENTURE
"You know how I dread publicity," wrote Madame Sun to a
friend in America, "but since my marriage I have had to participate
in many affairs which I'd otherwise escape/* She accompanied her
husband to numerous public functions and, 'during the last years of
his life, when he was sometimes running the southern government
in Canton and sometimes living in Shanghai, the two were seldom ,*
parted.
A letter dated February % 1920, to Lady Cantlie expresses
Chingling's view of the political situation:
"Mv DEAR LADY CANTLIE,
"I take great pleasure in writing you for my husband. I feel I know you
personally already, as my husband speaks so constantly of you and Doctor
Cantlie to me. Your letters give him great encouragement and cheer and he
looks forward^ to them eagerly. He was greatly touched in reading that you
never forgot to pray for him daily. It is your staunch friendship and unwaver-
ing belief in him that gives him courage to stand amidst all difficulties and
oppositions with optimism*
"As to the political conditions in China, we are in a worse state than ever
before. Our enlightened classes led by the students are giving the Peking
Militarists an uneasy time. But their efforts are futile; for the foreign powers
continue to lend all financial assistance to the self-seeking Militarists, who
are nothing less than servants of Japanese Prussianism. Fruitless as our
attempts seem, they serve at least to rouse our people and make them under-
stand the danger that our country is now in.
"Democracy could easily regain its foothold in China if the foreign powers
would only stand neutral. By the same mail my husband is sending you his
latest photograph. He looks thinner now, as he is a strict vegetarian, but is
strong and well.
"We send you kindest regards and best wishes."
Charlie Sooag died in 1918, a year after his youngest daughter,
Mayling, returned from her ten years' education in America; but
the family kept together and Mayling was a very frequent visitor
at 29 Rue Molierc. It was there she met Chiang Kai-shek who is
said to have made up his mind to marry her. _ At first Mayling was
**uot interested", and it was some years before they married,
For twenty years Chiang Kai-shek lived in close contact with SUB